Birth and Death
Summary of a Secondary School LIBRARY Project
The LIBRARY of the János Harsányi Secondary Business and Vocational School in Budapest won the tender of a pedagogy project announced by a Budapest-based public foundation last year. The title of our tender-winning project was: Birth and Death in Nature, in History, in the Arts and on the Stage.
The two professionally qualified teacher LIBRARIANS of the school were not only the participants, but also the co-ordinators of the project. We managed and organised the whole process starting from the meetings in the course of which the project idea was born, through publicising the individual programmes up to and including the evaluation of the submitted project works. This meant, among others, that on all the posters and leaflets the word LIBRARY could be seen.

We announced the student competition on the very same day on which the International School Library Day was held.
The partners in our work were the history, literature, English and German language, art history and biology teachers of the school.
Irrespective of the involved fields of knowledge, each project task, for which pupils were allowed to prepare only during time outside the school lessons, was connected with the project theme of birth and death. The tasks assigned to individual pupils and/or groups could only be solved through reliance on the information systems of the school LIBRARY. For example, at a student competition on the history and sights of Budapest held at the National Pantheon only those pupils could participate with a chance of success who did some research on the persons buried there.
The runoff competition of the project between the various disciplines, the exhibition of the project works and the awards ceremony were held in spring 2006, during the two-day closing event of the project year. The school staff “rewarded” the work of the pupils by staging a detective story that was submitted to the literary competition.
The LIBRARY moved into the focus of school life and this proved to be advantageous and useful in many ways:

1.
Pupils, whether they wanted it or not, had a first-hand experience of the role of LIBRARY as a gate to information, and library use brought them tangible benefits.
2.
The LIBRARY became the intellectual centrepiece of a creative work community of not only teachers but also of the creative community of pupils.

3.
By assuring success to project participants, the teachers managed to indirectly motivate also those pupils, who, even under the best of circumstances, only aim to avoid failure in the traditional framework of education.
In the wake of last year’s project, we embark on a new project titled Contradictions and Similarities also during this school year, although this time no tender funding is available for us. Also this year, the competitions will be announced on the day on which the International School Library Day is held.

The teacher librarians of János Harsányi Secondary Business and Vocational School are: Ms. Zsuzsa Nagy and Ms. Katalin Kovács.

Additional information is available at:  http://gportal.hu/portal/harsanyi-bp/
